164      THE     MAKING     OF     FEDERAL     INDIA

Let us take first of all the present Indian Legislatures,
which ought to serve as a guide at least to the opinions of
the parties represented. The first legislative body to discuss
the White Paper was the Bihar and Orissa Council, and it
unanimously adopted (the official members not taking part
in the voting) a resolution condemning the proposals.
Mr. S. Sinha, formerly Finance Member of the Bihar and
Orissa Government, described the White Paper scheme as
a " political imposture," and thought that its adoption
would " perpetuate British domination, and enthrone pure
and unadulterated autocracy, rendering the people far more
helpless to resist the despotism of the Government than
they are at present/'

The other Provincial Legislatures denounced the pro-
posals with equal vehemence. The Central Legislature, on
the motion of Sir Abdur Rahim, launched a strong protest
against some of the fundamental issues raised by the White
Paper. Sir Hari Singh Gour, leader of the Nationalist
Party, for example, searched for that phrase " Dominion
Status" in the new constitutional proposals, and was
disappointed ; the Whip of his party found in the scheme
only a fraction of responsibility transferred to Indians.

The political organizations were vehement in their oppo-
sition. One Indian demagogue described the White Paper
as " a damnable piece of British villainy/' The attitude of
the Indian National Congress, the most influential political
organization in India, was definitely hostile to the White
Paper. Its leaders expressed their disapproval of the White
Paper in unmistakable language, and found in the proposals
" the complete negation of the Indian national demand/'
Their cold indifference to the details of the proposals suggests
that Congress would seek to capture the Legislatures, not
with the object of working the Constitution, but to make
government, through the Assembly and Councils, impossible
in India. A generation schooled in this policy of pure
obstruction would undermine the basis of the new system as
they undermined the basis of the old.